1993 Federal Nursing Service Award recipient. Use of air-filled pads to reduce risk of intraoperatively acquired pressure ulcers.
This descriptive study utilized a two-phased retrospective review of medical records to investigate the development of pressure ulcers during cardiothoracic or vascular surgery. Using descriptive and chi-square statistics, the charts of 104 patients having surgery on standard table pads were compared with those of 124 patients having similar surgical procedures while positioned on air pads. Eight (8%) of the patients who had surgery without an air pad developed pressure ulcers, while none (0%) of the patients who were positioned on air pads developed pressure ulcers. Six (75%) of the eight patients who developed pressure ulcers were diabetic.